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Note to the Reader 
 
 

THOMAS WOLFE ONCE SAID: “Fiction is not fact. Fiction is fact selected and 
understood; fiction is fact arranged and charged with purpose.” That 
statement presupposes that the events of one’s life (facts) are without 
rationale, that the experiences of life are largely meaningless until we 
determine some causal relationship between this event and that, until we 
make inferences about those events that allow us to explain, inferences 
that allow us not only to “select” but to “understand,” inferences that 
allow us to impose the necessary fiction on “fact” in order to glean some 
sense of meaning, in order to answer the question of “Why?” In other 
words, not only is fiction more meaningful than fact, it is also our means 
to validate fact. It is our means to get at the truth. 
 This book, much of it written narratively or dramatically (that is, in 
the form of fiction), is a litany of fact. The memories I record are charged 
with purpose, selected and painstakingly arranged. It is for you to 
determine whether the purpose with which those memories are charged 
is adequate, whether my recording of fact is meaningful—and how 
meaningful, then, my life. 
 Although you may be able to arrive at some semblance of truth 
regarding my life, you will never know who I am. The prophet Joseph 
Smith once said, “No man knows my history.” That is a truism of the first 
order and applies to us all. When I write about others, whether about my 
children, my wives, or a friend, I write only what I perceive about them, 
who I perceive them to be, not who they are. No one can write who we 



:  H O W  L O V E  I N V E N T S  U S  :  

 :  9 :

are, and words cannot reveal the innermost thoughts in our hearts, 
neither our demons nor joys. 
 Glancing back over this narrative it is easy to imagine that it could 
have been written only by one who: 1) has no shame, 2) has the heart of a 
child, or 3) is incapable of telling a lie. To produce this history I have 
summoned honesty and called on courage. You who desire to remember 
me, why should I have you remember other than truth? 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 AM TWO FEET TALL. 
 It is night and stars are splashed against the sky like unfallen rain. 
When you are small, the vanishing rains can sweep the overhanging 

night with a frenzy of stars, the stars themselves like a handful of rain 
flecked on the sky. It is in the absence of rain that you smell it, the air 
without weight and so clear it is like earth in your breath: the earth you 
have come to. Above, the watery, misshapen moon hangs like an 
ambivalent eye. You can see it, among the stars in the glistening street 
and tread on those worlds above, watch how they burst up and then 
ripple away. They are nothing but water, these stars and the moon, 
whether in the street or the sky. 
  “Oh, Rogie,” I hear Mama’s voice, “now your shoes are all wet!” 
Daddy tugs on my arms and flies me over a puddle or two. Buddy is 
giggling, leaping the puddle I sloshed. When we come beneath the light 
our shadows go squat and waver as we walk, now thrown against the 
high stadium wall. The man at the turnstile says, “Hey, Cotton Top,” and 
spins us through, though I easily duck beneath the horizontal bar before 
it clicks around. I turn back and shoot him twice, click, click. He grins and 
slaps a hand to his heart, returns fire with the barrel of a finger. 
 The evening air is filled with the scent of my mother and yet 
something of rain. I feel my hand in the hand of my father, and then I am 
lifted and plopped next to Buddy who is dangling his legs over the 
retaining wall. I think my memory is skewed here. Although, I see us 
awaiting the spectacle: Mom, Dad, my brother Douglas (Buddy), and 

I 
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myself sitting on a retaining wall, six or eight feet above the ground, it is 
in all likelihood the bench of a bleachers. 
 When the clowns come out, I shoot each one. “Click, click, click.” It is 
my little blue pistol, with a yellow hammer and red trigger. The yellow-
red cylinder spins as I click. The colors are magnificent, like those you 
would find in any kindergarten room, primary blue, yellow, and red. Roy 
Rogers has nothing on me. Sometimes when I click, the clown actually 
falls, rolling about in the mud. It is a sad sight, watching clowns die. But 
then  they get up, and I can breathe once again. 
 They set a house afire and rescue the lady. She is flailing from a 
window two stories up. The clowns are scrambling up the ladder and 
spraying each other while the house burns. This, Doug thinks, was the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Combined Circus, in Salt Lake City, 
up near the University of Utah football stadium, on the east shelf of 
Foothill Drive. But I remember only the clowns and the blazing house—
the elephants marching about, swinging their trunks. I remember only 
the precious gun I dropped in the mud and how time plants its feet, 
dallies for a moment, and then rushes on. 
 “Daddy,” I cried, but he wouldn’t. It was soggy down there, at the 
foot of the retaining wall (or beneath the bleachers). “Daddy,” I cried, but 
he had on his best shoes and a clean shirt. “Mama!” But she only shook 
her head and shushed a finger to her lips. And beneath me the yellow 
hammer winked up from the mud. 
 “Peejunwagner,” Buddy teased. “Stop crying like a baby and breathe. 
Look! The lady’s about to get stomped!” 
 And it was true, how life gets in the way of itself: the lady in fishnet 
and sequins lay on her back on a red mat on the ground as the elephant’s 
fore-hoof came within an inch of her nose. The ringmaster barked orders 
for the elephant to lower its hoof. “Stay, stay,” he directed, hunched over 
the handle of his whip as he used it to point. Then he shouted, “Up, up!” 
and the elephant raised its leg. It sat back on its haunches, pawing the air 
with its fore-hooves and trumpeted while the lady leapt to her feet, 
swept her arms wide, and bowed low. 
 All around us people were shouting and clapping, and beneath me 
my little gun shone. Buddy pointed to the center ring where the 
unburning house continued to burn. At the foot of the ladder the blue-



:  R O G E R  L A D D  M E M M O T T  :  

 :  12 :

haired clown is tried to wiggle out from under the fat lady—and I 
laughed as I cried. 
 My head hurt with laughing through tears and I was trying to think. 
I was trying to think how to get my gun out of the mud below. I was 
trying to think how I dropped it in the first place. I was trying to think 
what the rest of my life would be without it. I was trying to think 
whether I had done something wrong. I was trying to think what it 
meant to be good. I was trying to think how to make it all right. And 
what, I wondered, was my little gun trying to think? 
 I remember nothing more but the trauma inside, my sense of a 
horrible loss. That and the smell of ozone and dung. And my family as 
close as the evening damp. 
 Such is the memory that begins my life: family, rain, heartache, and 
clowns. 
 

 
 
 One earlier incident that I don’t remember, but that mother tells 
about me, was the time I ran away from home, age 1½. Buddy found 
me a block away, sitting on the curb in front of the corner grocery store. 
A flock of children waited impatiently while I delved out pieces of “n-d-
y” from the bag I’d stolen inside. These were my philanthropic days. I 
was the god of small things. When Mom arrived, she asked the grocer if 
he hadn’t seen me go in and out of the store. He said, “It was the 
strangest thing. I was standing behind the counter, and I saw the door 
open and close, but no one came in. After a minute, I saw it open and 
close again, but no one went out. I thought the place was haunted or I 
was losing my mind.” From his perch behind the counter, he couldn’t 
see me waddle in and out, the neighborhood culprit, child of dastardly 
deeds. I had such a sweet tooth that Mom kept the candy hidden and 
spelled in code when she or Buddy wanted a piece: “n-d-y.” 
 But I broke the code. All I had to do was thump my head on the 
coffee table and yowl at the top of my lungs. Mom came rushing with a 
lemon drop or maybe a caramel or two. “I don’t know what to do,” she 
told the doctor one time, “I’m afraid he’ll bash out his brains.” The doctor 
leaned back in his chair and chuckled, she said. He summoned all the 
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wisdom he could. “When it hurts bad enough,” he counseled my Mom, 
“he’ll quit.” 
 And I did. 
 

 
 
 When I asked Grandpa Petersen for an ooty-driver, he said, “Oh, 
Nelda, what can it hurt?” Against my sweet mother’s better judgment, 
Grandpa gave me a screwdriver just right for my size. I’ve always 
wondered if it occurred to either one of them that I might poke out my 
eye. But I went about my business while they visited in peace. When we 
got home, Grandpa called Mom. “What in the hell has that kid done to 
my house? Every doorknob I touch falls off in my hand. And the furnace 
won’t work.” 
 Mom looked at me. She sighed and clicked her tongue against her 
teeth. “Your Grandpa’s an ooty-ball,” she said and hung up. 
 

 
 
 For one, I’ve always believed that posterity should be aware their 
progenitors made love. Otherwise, we may come to think we were 
spontaneously generated. That we just happened along, a bundle of joy 
left on a doorstep by some feathery emissary conjured in ancestry’s 
mind. To whom do we belong? An abandoning bird? From which egg 
were we hatched? And who should hold us accountable for the deeds 
that we do? I mean if Gram wasn’t our Gram and Gramps not our 
Gramps? 
 I once thought that the making of babies had something to do with a 
slap. She would slap him and he would slap her, not on the back or the 
cheek, but in that unmentionable place. And voila! Babies were born. 
When I came to know otherwise, I remember, the knowing was odd—
certainly as odd as a slap. And how would Dad give the signal to Mom? 
Was it when he kissed her on the back of the neck? Called her Blondie 
with a glint in his eye? 
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 Sometimes, when everyone was in bed, Doug and I lay awake in the 
dark listening to their whispered exchange. We would sneak out of bed 
and crawl down the hall quiet as mice. When we were next to their bed, 
we would rise up like lions and roar. 
 Heart attack time for parents in love. 
 “You little brats! Now get back in bed!” 
 Had they been in some frenzied embrace working on Jan? Such did 
you wonder in the small of your heart. For certainly Jan came and not by 
the stork. This is the wonder of love; this is the wonder of spirits on high. 
Out of a single intimate embrace we summon them down. 
 Why do we spend our lives looking away? 
 

 
 
 Sometimes, during the years from 1951 to 1953, Dad would wake us 
up at four o’clock in the morning, and we would stand at the kitchen 
window to watch the detonation of an atomic bomb. These were the 
experimental years, and the bombs were detonated on schedule in the 
Nevada desert about 150+ miles south of Milford. Dad worked the Iron 
Mountain and Las Vegas runs during those and later years and 
ultimately became a victim of fallout, as did many others in the southern 
part of the state. This was our government at work—experimenting with 
new ways to kill people and finding success in the process. In my little 
book of poetry Riding the Absolute, I published this poem about my father, 
which was also published in the literary magazine New Millennium 
Writings: 
 

GROUND ZERO 
—1951, U.P.R.R. 

 
The cause of this disease is unknown, 
but (pick one) genetics, certain viruses, 
& exposure to radiation may play a role. 

 
You thundered in from Vegas 
riding a hotshot, clouds of glory 
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in your eyes. Throttle back, 
my papa, swing 

     down from the 
cab. How those glistening rails 
called to you, the switchfrogs, 
the yellow wonder of it, the croak. 
 
...and we stood at the 
kitchen window, E=MC ², 
parents & brothers 
watching flashes of dawn 
at 4:00 AM, 

lingering bursts 
of artificial suns, unaware how 
history seeps into the bones, 
how legacy thins the blood. 
 
At supper mother mentioned 
something about mushrooms 
but clouds were all the same 
to me. 

Early morning holocausts 
against the window pane, my 
darling father’s shrouded life 
reflected in unimaginable eyes. 

 
 Dad had a little of Errol Flynn in his look; he had black curly hair and 
combed it straight back. He was the most gregarious person I’ve ever 
known. He loved people. He was interested in people. He loved to find 
out about people. Many individuals of a sociable, communicative nature 
spend more time talking about themselves than listening to others, but 
Dad always listened. I’m sure he thought subconsciously that everyone 
and everything was more interesting than he, and that was precisely the 
trait that made him more interesting than anyone or anything else. He 
loved both ornamental and vegetable gardens; he loved anything that 
grew: hollyhocks and daffodils; irises, and lilacs; rhubarb and squash; 
apples and currents were among his favorites. Some of the lilac bushes in 
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our yard grew as high as the eaves of the house. In the spring, the scent 
of lilac suffused the air from one end of town to the other. Who would 
know that lilacs were a member of the olive family…other than my father 
and some horticultural scholar? When I was a child Dad showed me how 
to pinch a leaf from its branch, fold it down the spine of its stem, and 
make it buzz with my lips. He loved brickwork, stonework, rockwork 
and labored as a mason whenever he could, finally building one of the 
city’s most elaborate brick walls to boundary our yard 
 

 
 
 I slept with my female cousins—Diane, Margo and Delene—until I 
was fifteen. I had baths with Delene until I was eight. It was like sleeping 
or bathing with your sister, I guess, but not in any incestuous way. Our 
parents apparently thought we were absent of sex. They’d throw out a 
pallet on the floor and say, “Let’s see now, so and so can take the bed in 
the front bedroom and so and so can sleep in the bed in the basement, 
and Roger and Margo (or Roger and Delene or Diane) can sleep right 
here on the floor. We’ll just make them a bed.” But sometimes Margo 
slept in my bed at home, and I remember the three of us, Margo, Donald, 
and me, sleeping together in Donald’s room in the Hinckley house. After 
about twelve when we slept in the same bed, we tried not to touch. But 
when we were seven or eight it was a whole different thing. We 
sometimes slept in each others arms. These were the cousins I loved; they 
were balm to my soul. One night, at Delene’s, she slept in the bottom 
bunk in her room and I in the top. I was probably seven and she about 
six. After saying our prayers, she climbed up to the top and crawled in. I 
felt so childish and strangely adult. We talked for a while and then 
hugged. We hugged and then kissed. I kissed her all through the night 
and then slept. In the middle of the night I woke up and kissed her some 
more. We hugged and we kissed and I remember how my heart 
thumped. I felt my love for that girl sink in my bones. In the morning I 
woke up and looked at the child I had kissed through the night. She had 
ringlets and her hair was affray, and all I could think was, “WHAT HAVE 
I DONE?” 
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 Certainly, given the parents I had been given there was not only 
hope, but steeped in my bones, happiness beyond the possibility of hope. 
How could I love anything in the universe, my childish mind wondered, 
more than my Mother and Dad? “But, Rogie,” I remember mother telling 
my one time, as Dad swept the new Studebaker around the Minersville 
curve, “you have to love Father in Heaven the mostest of all.” That was a 
concept at the time I couldn’t quite grasp. 
 O, how I love my parents! When I think of the love and nurturing 
they gave me, for the examples they set, I wonder now how I could have 
ever done wrong. Even so young, I recall wishing to be a similar light in 
the darkness to children of mine! As a boy, I was not free of temptation, 
but each time some demon arose with a beckoning smile, the image of 
my parents rose up in majesty, like a monument, and threatened most 
demons away. I had no inclination to bring displeasure upon them, and I 
knew there was nothing in their lives that would warrant me in taking a 
course that would not be acceptable to them, and thus to my Heavenly 
Father. O, the guilt that I felt when I failed their trust! 
 Here’s a poem representative of my feelings for my mother. It was 
published in Riding the Absolute: 
 

THE TEACHER 
           —for Nelda 
 
For the life of me 
I can’t recall one child 
who had to polish apples with you— 
maybe Dad on occasion. 
 
Yours was a first class room 
where more than numbers counted 
& even the shy & discontent 
heard the sun in your voice. 
 
Consider the white shingled home 
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your children couldn't do without, 
you and Dad had imbued it so. Yours 
was devotion of a kind lost to the world. 
 
Yours was valiance of a nearly perfect nature. 
It must have come all the way from Denmark 
down through your father’s magic hands. It 
must have been in your mother’s English prayers. 
 
You are more than important to generations. 
You are that moment in history when truth 
and the wonder of knowledge illuminate 
an unaltered hieroglyph standing among the rubble. 
 
If they held me against my will to complete 
an image, I would call your eyes gentle, 
your voice soft singing.  I would say you were 
the bright bead of this poem, a promise of pearls. 

 
 I always thought my mother was prettier than the actress Virginia 
Mayo, who she resembled somewhat. My mother had a prettier mouth 
and more fetching eyes than either Virginia Mayo or Rita Hayworth. 
 

 
 
 When I was learning to swim, Jerry Berger, a kid a couple of years 
younger than Doug, and with whose brother, Rick, I was friends, dunked 
me in the city pool until I thought I would drown. I was probably about 
six at the time. I didn’t learn to swim until after I was eight. I wouldn’t let 
anyone come near me to teach me. Dad bought me a big orange life 
preserver that I wore in the pool and I got so I could dog paddle in the 
deep end without fear. Finally, I learned how to take a stroke or two in 
the shallow end, and one day, I took off the preserver and swam like a 
fish. I mention this, because this was critical to my baptism. 
 I was still terrified of the water when I was baptized. Baptism, in 
every way, should be an ordinance of trust, and it certainly was for me. 
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To add to my dilemma, Carlyle Gronning, a member of the Bishopric, 
had been designated to baptize me. Brother Gronning was a family 
friend and a pleasant happy-go-lucky fellow, but that didn’t assuage my 
concern in the least. Brother Gronning would baptize and Dad would 
confirm. 
 In those days, there was some peculiar notion, at least in our Ward, 
and I’m sure in the Church at large, that ordinances of baptism and 
confirmation had to be preformed by different priesthood holders. If Dad 
had baptized me, I wouldn’t have feared—at least not to the extent that I 
did. I couldn’t get the thought out of my head that Brother Gronning 
might put me under and not let me up. I had visions of flailing and 
gasping for air. And wasn’t baptism symbolic of being raised from a 
watery grave in the act of renewal? Rebirth after experiencing death? 
 Oh, I remember the fear in my childish heart as I entered the font—a 
fear I had expressed to no one, not even my friends. This was an act of 
uttermost faith, but not in the way usually thought. At the time, my faith 
was less in He who held my soul in His hands than in he whose hands 
held my life. When I was dunked and let up I was astonished to draw 
that first breath. 
 “Halleluiah!” I don’t think I thought but should have, I guess. 
 

 
 
 Now accountable, I wish I had known what accountability meant at 
the time. That was in 1952, when I was baptized. I was in Third Grade. 
Miss Cole was my teacher, the one who used to stand us in the corner 
when we talked out of turn. “Little dunces,” went, I’m sure, through her 
head. The edges of two blackboards met in that corner, with an oak chalk 
tray running beneath. The chalk tray was about nose high, and Donnie 
Passboard, with his buckteeth, nibbled the wood to splinters. He was the 
kid who brought a tin of cinnamon to school and tongued the powder 
like punch.  Or he’d pull out a bottle of Alka Selzter tablets and pass 
them around. It’s a wonder we didn’t get rabies shots the way we could 
froth. I saw that kid chew and eat pins, straight pins, like the kind Mom 
used to hem up her skirts. I tell you, he swallowed them whole. 
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 About ten or twelve years later he got his fifteen minutes of fame 
when his obituary appeared in the Salt Lake Tribune. He’d gotten in a 
knife fight and been stabbed to death in Liberty Park. He’s pretty much 
the character model for Eddie Quackenbush in my novel Sweet Sally Ann, 
although he was skinny rather than squat. 
 Our classroom was on the second floor and more than once he and 
Hubert Smith climbed through the ducts and up to the roof. At that age, 
the notion of shinnying up through the ducts was too claustrophobic for 
me. A few years later, though, Mel Osborn and I would go down to the 
granaries next to the tracks just south of the old stockyards and, prone on 
the trolleys, paddle ourselves through the narrow tunnel that ran 
beneath the silos. We’d brush the rats and mice out of the way with our 
BB guns or our bows. I climbed one of those silos, probably about five 
stories up, following Mel right to the top. This was when I came to know 
the meaning of acrophobia. I wasn’t sure I would ever get down, and the 
notion of descending the ladder was less appealing than trying to fly—
just one leap would settle my fear. I would either soar like a bird or 
plunge like a stone—and the notion of death was preferable to the fear 
that I felt. When Mel tried to sidle toward me, probably to offer a 
comforting hand, a lump of distrust rose in my throat and I went nearly 
berserk. “Don’t come near me,” I screamed at my friend. “If you come 
any closer, I’ll jump!” I remember the surprise in his eyes as he inched 
away in retreat. I was a study in terror and rage. Of course, I summoned 
the courage to climb down—and realized then how stupid the perils of 
youth. 
 

 
 
 In about the Second Grade (Mrs. Robert’s class), I had my first fight. 
It was on the south end of the football field. That was the year I got 
glasses, and Doug Cook said something about “four eyes.” Not only did I 
have to wear glasses that year (to correct my lazy eye in spite of 20/20 
vision), but for reasons unknown, Mother insisted I wear suspenders 
until I was eight. This was truly cruel and unusual punishment for a child 
of my ilk. For a kid whose self-esteem was always at odds with the world, 
having to wear suspenders and glasses was a tough cross to bear. “Four 
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eyes?” I said. All the girls stood around watching while we wrestled and 
slugged. “So you think I’m a dope?” And he hit me again. Somehow in 
the fray, Doug’s pants came undone, fell to his knees and hobbled his 
feet. Here was my advantage, not to mention the humiliation splashed in 
his face. When he stooped and groped for his pants, I could have popped 
him hard on the nose. Instead, I just waved him away, kind of feigning 
disgust. He should have been wearing suspenders, I guess. 
 
 I didn’t wear glasses again until I was fifty or so. 
 

 
 
 I want to tell you something quick, about the rabbit and me. I think 
about it now and realize there is nothing practical in the matter. Except to 
think about it, put it down like you should everything else before it slips 
toward the abyss of oblivion. Sometimes, if you think hard enough, you 
can make sense of a thing, though out of whack with the rest of the 
world it may be. 
 It was in the spring of 1957, and I was into painting, knocking, and 
fletching my own arrows. Mom and Pop had given me the equipment 
the Christmas before, and I would come from the basement after laboring 
over the shafts, up the stairs to dinner, with the smell of seared feathers 
in my hair. It was a good, bold smell, and I knew I’d done well, with 
another half-dozen arrows in my quiver. Pop or Janny might say, “Let’s 
see,” and handle one gingerly with a grin of approval. I was fastidious in 
painting the shafts. First I would fill a ½” by 30” pipe about half up with 
either varnish or white glossy paint and then dip each end of the shaft 
into the pipe. I lined the painted shafts up in rows—four, five, six—the 
tops resting against the cement wall, spread newspaper to catch the 
drips. The following day, after the varnish or paint had dried, I would 
carefully paint colorful rings around the shafts. When the rings dried, I 
knocked and feathered the shafts and burned the feathers to shape and 
fitted either broadheads or target points. 
 I had my favorites and kept them hidden from my brothers and Pop 
behind the stoker in the furnace room. Only on my solitary hunts would 
I bring them out. The nights were long with anticipation, but the 
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mornings were bright and brisk and the days unaccounted for, seemingly 
dazed by themselves. Up toward the mountains, rags of snow still 
patched the ground, and I can find myself now, like a snapshot, standing 
there with the dog amid thought and feeling, the world but a rumor in 
my heart, and the notion of love beside the point. Scrub cedar hunched 
all about the foothills, some clothed in vests or scarves of snow, like a 
field of geriatrics crippled in the throes of some unstudied work. The sun 
was well up and the bracken along the slope steamed in the rising 
warmth. Some mornings I have seen coyotes threading their way 
through the fields, driving the rabbits before them. Scooter heeled and 
lowered his haunches; he pricked his ears and panted clouds of moisture 
in the air, the both of us reconnoitering the desert at large. Clouds of 
moisture froze and warmed in the sun and dampened my mouth with 
every breath, and I could tell for sure I was alive. The world on such 
mornings as you stand to observe seems to put itself together piece by 
piece: first the empty blue void overhanging it all, falling about the rocky 
monoliths up toward the mountain peaks, down to the spruce on a far 
away ridge, to the wash, to the glen, to the glade, as if the mere act of 
observing has drawn them all into the existence of you. On such 
mornings it’s in the bone and flesh and blood of you, the prospect of life, 
and you very nearly think you can enter adolescence and come back 
whole. 
 I see myself alone there, at the edge of a muddy field, contemplating 
the only world I knew before the rest of it to come, before high school 
and college, before marriage and divorce—sweet children yet in my 
loins—not to mention my dear Marrianne, so radiant in Spirit and Truth. 
How strange to be caught in that moment of then when all else was 
moot. Perhaps heaven, I sometimes think, is forever the presence of 
memory, and we exist happily in our pasts, never inhibited by future 
mistakes. 
 I said down low, and Scooter stayed. He raised a paw and pointed 
his nose, steady as a dog-thing cast in bronze. I notched my favorite 
broadhead and split my fingers against the string, holding the bow down 
and away as I moved through the scrub—and that was the beginning of 
the rabbit and me. It was too cold even for rabbits, perhaps, and she was 
a sluggish old thing, crouched and hiding against the pattern of snow on 
the ground. When I saw her, her ears were up and her bullet eye refused 
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to blink. She hopped and stopped then hopped and stopped, her own 
shadow thrown long on the snow like a slack manacle holding her loose. 
And this is how I thought of it. Were she to break for the weeds, I would 
lead her maybe half a dozen lengths, as I’d done without an iota of luck 
hundreds of times before. I would release and she would forever zag this 
way instead of that. For all I knew, maybe there was only one rabbit in 
the world, though I had seen her in multiples from time to time. But if 
every moment is a universe itself, separate and apart from memory and 
expectation, such worlds of illusion are nothing new, and I had known 
this, or suspected it at least, since the first thought I had. Run, I said to 
her without words and kissed for the dog. I beat the bush a little, but she 
only hopped and stopped. If there was another simultaneous moment in 
the universe greater in importance than this rabbit and me, I couldn’t tell 
you what it was and would forever argue for the sake of mine. She 
unhinged a leg to move and stopped. “Go on,” I said, but just a whisper. 
Scooter stayed, and I sulked closer a bit. Stupid rabbit, I thought, you 
want me to shoot you where you stand? 
 “Go on.” 
 I had the arrow notched and the string drawn to the lobe of my ear. I 
could feel the weight of the pull in my back and every thought I had 
converged to the unsettled glint in her witless eye. She gave a single 
bound, her un-hobbled shadow leaping too, and I released and watched 
her zig instead of zag. To my surprise, the arrow met her at the throat. 
She made a rabbit sound, uncommon to any other animal I know, and 
leapt and ran, and I could see how the arrow’s shaft had stalled. Not 
what I expected, feathers on one side, broadpoint on the other, like a 
comic’s headpiece with an arrow running through the funny man’s ears. 
 “Wait,” I cried, and the dog was off. 
 We ran after her toward the wash, I like a man chasing down a cab, 
Scooter bounding like the dog he was. All around me light began to melt, 
and I knew then what it meant to be chewed inside, to murder the 
undefiled. I knew, too, how an absence of love might fit in the world. 
Between every breath I cried for her to stop. Between every breath she 
cried. She looked back, I know she did, and in that look I could see she 
saw me for what I was and might forever be. 
 We crossed a fissure in the earth, down and up, where diapers of 
steam rose and crawled about the rocks and mud, my shadow clinging 
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fast to egg me on. Next thing, I had passed beyond the wash, the dog not 
far ahead. The ground rose and slipped beneath my feet, shivered some 
as if trying to shake bad dreams away. The sky darkened and fell in 
bands and patches across the field, like Henny Penny’s sky, perhaps. A 
cold wind sucked among the cedar trees, rowing their weary limbs. 
 “My arrow,” I cried. 
 I could see a dart of rabbit ears, there, then swallowed in the scrub. 
There. 
 I stopped. I stood. I breathed, counting each breath I took. I hardly 
thought to pray, not thinking prayer might change the course of things. 
 Overhead, the scudding clouds began to close the sky. The day grew 
bleak. The cold air stung and teared and dried my eyes. I worked my 
lungs, taste of pennies on my tongue. I called Scooter back and called 
again and I could feel my breath drawn tight. When he came panting 
and nosing and wagging his way among the sage, a little sheepish in the 
eyes, I felt glad. 
 “Scooter, old boy!” I put my face down and let him lather me up, 
used a sleeve to wipe away the chill, the watery world about so dim it 
might have been a troubled sleep. My best arrow in that rabbit’s neck. 
Old rabbit, what have you made me do? The mountains all about, the 
stinging wind and weeping trees. How I wished to take it back. I reached 
and drew an arrow from my quiver and nocked it to the string. So still, I 
could hear the desert groan. 
 Damn rabbit, I couldn’t help think, and I hoped in my heart that 
rabbit lived long enough to feel itself die and in dying its death would be 
slow. 
 

 
 
  In the Fifth Grade (Mr. Fisher’s room) I got a pair of Dingo boots 
for Christmas. With Dingo boots you could kick a hole in the wall. The 
boots were black and came up to mid-thigh; they had good sturdy soles. 
Across the bridge of the foot ran a belt that buckled over the outside 
ankle. The buckles were gold. The first day I clanked to school wearing 
those boots, I was the envy of every boy in the class. And the girls, I’m 
sure, swooned to those boots. Mr. Fisher said, “Roger, keep those boots to 
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yourself.” He took the paddle down from its hook on the wall and laid it 
flat on his desk. It was thoroughly aerodynamic with the holes he’d 
drilled. “Roger,” he warned. Before noon I stood in front of the class bent 
over, hands gripping my knees, awaiting the swat. 
 The paddle was more of a joke than a threat. Melvin Wadsworth and 
Richard Griffith had a contest to see who could get the most swats by 
year’s end. On the other hand, standing so vulnerable in front of the 
class was somewhat embarrassing for me—even vying that year for class 
clown. (Mel Osborn, I think, outdid me in that.) 
 That weekend, we had company for dinner, I’ve forgotten now who. 
It was either Clark and Verge Goodwin or Hal and Ina Norton, perhaps 
with their kids. For some reason, I can’t remember now why, I got up in 
the middle of dinner with a scowl on my brow and kicked a hole in the 
wall. It was the wall in the hall going out the back door, on the other side 
of the dining room wall. I didn’t intend to actually kick a hole in the wall, 
but those were mean boots. The back door, as close as it was, wasn’t close 
enough to make an escape before Dad had me by the nape of the neck. 
He let loose a string of his most colorful words and said, “Look at that 
hole in the wall!” 
 Memory fails me, too, on whether I received any more punishment 
than kicking the hole in the wall, which, believe me, for a child of eleven 
with my disposition for guilt in spite of the tantrums I threw, was 
punishment enough. 
 By then I should have known there was a curse on those boots. But I 
wasn’t convinced until Michael Gail fell on my foot. Michael Gail was in 
the Sixth Grade, a slow-witted tubby child of 300 pounds. We were in the 
gymnasium, both the Fifth and Sixth Grades, marching around the 
perimeter of the floor, preparing for some dance. The kid behind me 
stuck his foot between mine and I stumbled. So I stuck my foot between 
Mike’s. Instead of falling forward on the girl in front, he fell backward on 
me. They carried me to the Principal’s Office and tried to take off my 
boot. The pain was excruciating. Finally, Miss Elmer got out the scissors 
and did the boot in. When they got the remaining shoe off my foot and 
pulled off my sock, you could see how the toes were all broke. The big 
one and the three middle ones were splayed out of joint. “Don’t touch 
them!” I screamed. When they got me to the hospital and took an X-Ray, 
they saw that virtually every bone in my foot had been crushed. Dr. 
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Symonds set the toes and wrapped up my foot. “Tripping the light 
fantastic,” he mused, “can be a dangerous thing.” A cast was too heavy 
for the crushed bones in my foot to support, so he swaddled my foot and 
gave me a crutch. 
 One crutch, I thought. Who in their right mind would give a boy one 
crutch to hobble about on his foot? With two crutches the girls might 
swoon—or better yet, why not a peg leg? 
 Whatever the moral of that story, you’ll have to derive for yourself. 
 

 
 
 The next year Mel and I vied for the attention of Norma Wright. She 
was the new girl in school and had moved to Milford from where I don’t 
know. If Linda Williams hadn’t lived all the way at the other end of town 
I might have got chummy with her. I knew she liked me a lot, and we 
grew up together in school. She was blonde, like Norma, and cute as a 
bug. Her front teeth overlapped. I took her to a Gold and Green Ball and 
dated her a few times in High School. I think I kissed her once at her 
door. But Norma Wright lived only a couple of blocks from my house, 
down by that vacant lot whose weeds Bob and I burned a few years 
before. Mel and I walked her home after school. He’d put his arm around 
her until we got to half-way and then I’d loop mine. Sometimes she’d 
walk between us supporting both of our arms. Her mother was an 
alcoholic, a floozy I think. I was never quite sure whether Norma wasn’t 
a floozy as well. “Like mother, like daughter,” I think Mother said. 
 We kicked around in the weeds in the vacant lot across from her 
house. Sometimes she blushed, and Mel teased her about the titties she 
had. What size was her bra and would she give us a peek? He tried to 
look down her blouse. I remember how my flesh that day got too tight 
for my bones. Was Mel just a tease or did he mean something scary by 
this? I stood around and watched Norma squirm. 
 “C’mon, Mel,” I said. 
 He plucked a weed and whipped at her legs. “You go if you want, 
but not me until she gives me a kiss.” 
 I looked at Norma and she looked at me. “You gonna kiss him?” I 
asked. 
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 She did a little sway with her hips and looked away as she shrugged. 
I headed for home and didn’t look back. 
 To hear Mel tell it at recess the following day, she did more than give 
him a kiss, although when I asked her with my eyes, she shook her head, 
“No.” 
 But that was the end of Norma and me. 
  

 
 
 When I turned twelve, I went on a number of Priesthood or youth 
outings. I was never much of a scout, but I did go on the overnighters 
and learn how to tie knots. I preferred the Priesthood outings to the 
jamborees, such as going to Saint George to do baptisms for the dead. 
Sometimes, the entire mutual would go. We’d make a kind of round trip, 
from Milford through Cedar and down to St. George. On the way home, 
we’d circle to the west and go up through Enterprise stopping along the 
Santa Clara River to swim in the hot springs at Veyo, a big outdoor pool. 
From the font to the pool seems now kind of weird. Larry Lofthouse or 
Cullen Goodwin, Priests, would talk about this girl or that. They would 
razz us deacons with the mysteries of love. It was odd, this coming of 
age, to be on the Lord’s errand with hormones abuzz. 
 
 Once we went to the State Fair in Salt Lake City. We brought our 
sleeping bags and slept overnight in the recreation hall of a chapel in 
American Fork and went to Church the next day. At the State Fair, 
Hubert Smith won the ring toss and picked a switchblade as his prize. 
When you pressed a button on the side of the handle the blade sprung 
out. I won the ring toss right after him and picked a switchblade as well. 
 We walked from this booth to that, got a cotton candy, and checked 
out the bulls. Deep in my heart, I knew something was wrong. It nagged 
me as we inspected the hogs. Hubert took out his knife, pressed the 
button, and flashed it around. I thought of the stainless steel horse with a 
chain for a bridle that I could have picked for my prize. Bobby said, “Let 
me see the knife that you won.” But I told them, “I’m taking it back.” 
They tried to talk me out of it, but I knew what was right. On a 
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priesthood trip you don’t pick a switchblade when you win. That’s worse 
than a loss. 
 I was a little embarrassed when I asked the man at the booth if I 
could exchange the knife for the horse. He didn’t seem to understand 
and I had to ask him again. “You’d rather have this horse than that 
knife?” I nodded I would. He shrugged and took the knife and gave me 
the horse. 
 Of course, I didn’t want the horse, but on that trip I wanted the horse 
more than the knife. This is how the Spirit whispers soft in your ear. This 
is how you come to know little rights from small wrongs. Even 
embarrassed, you know there is strength in the decision you’ve made. 
And you feel that strength in your boyish sinews and loins. Go ahead 
and laugh, you dare with a look to your friends. They might snicker a bit, 
but they couldn’t laugh if they tried. They have a conscience as well, in 
spite of how they might choose. 
 That night, after we were settled in at the recreation hall of the 
chapel, we got permission to go for a walk. We slouched beneath the 
streetlights, just me, Hubert, and Bob, like a triad of toughs. We stood on 
this corner and that—watched a girl walk by. We went in a store and got 
us a drink. On the way back, we encountered two kids. They were about 
our age, bullies and ready to fight. “Up from Milford?” you say. 
“Spending the night in a church?” The threats sort of built. 
 When Hubert took out his knife simply for show, the big kid said, 
“Hey…ready to rumble are we?” and rummaged for his. He produced a 
pocket knife with a blade twice the size of the blade Hubert had 
switched. 
 Hubert put the knife in his pocket and started to run. Before I could 
run, the skinny kid had me in a Full Nelson with his knee in my back. 
Hubert stopped and came back. Bob said, “We didn’t mean anything. Let 
him go.” 
 The big kid put the knife to my throat. He made a lame joke I’ve long 
since forgot. I wasn’t scared, maybe a little perhaps. I think we all prayed. 
Whether they’d done something horrendous, who knows? But in some 
strange and curious way, after a minute or two we were all friends. The 
transition I remember was odd. The skinny kid let me go and the big one 
folded up the blade of his knife. We stood around for a while like pals 
talking about sports. 
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 You can’t imagine how glad I was to have chosen the horse. 
 

 
 
 Here’s an inexplicable thing: porkypines and my Dad. We’d go 
fishing, say, up at Puffer’s or Kent’s Lake, in the Beaver Canyon. After 
fishing all day, if we left the lake before dark, we usually saw a porcupine 
or two on the way home. They’d be doing their porkypine stuff, 
waddling across the road or gnawing a pine in a meadow close by. Dad 
would squeal the tires bringing the car to a stop. “There’s one!” he’d 
shout. “Let’s get the damn thing.” We’d pile out of the car and each pick 
up a log. Sometimes, if he’d thought in advance, Dad put a shovel in the 
trunk. “I got the shovel!” he’d cry. The critter would hobble around this 
tree and that, quills a-bristle, and us in pursuit. If you smacked her hard 
on the back you got nothing but quills. The place to bop her was square 
on the nose. Doug or Jan would slow her down with a blow to the head, 
and then Dad would use the shovel and drive her nose to the back of her 
brain. We’d all stand around for a minute sweating over the work we’d 
just done. Jan might wheeze a comment to break the nefarious spell, 
“She’s a big one, isn’t she, Dad?” And Dad would nod and shake his 
head at the deed. 
 All three of us, Doug, Jan, and I—such obedient sons—not once did 
we ever ask Dad what the evil in porcupines was. This has been a great 
regret for us each, not knowing what sorrows lay in the depths of Dad’s 
heart to treat porcupines so. 
 In my book of short stories, Gardening without Gloves, the story 
entitled “Love,” which I’ve included later in this history, is an 
autobiographical account about Dad dealing with skunks. 
 

 
 
 Each year the carnival came to town. This was usually in the spring 
or the fall, around potato planting or harvest time. The outlying area 
(flats, as we called them) around the city of Milford comprised a number 
of farms, several large potato farms. With the gypsy carnival crowd came 
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the Mexicans to harvest potato crops. For a while, in about 7th and 8th 
Grades, Mel Osborn and I had a couple of Mexican buddies we palled 
around with, Benny and Charles. Benny was a jovial fat fellow with 
pudgy cheeks and Charles, his cousin, was heart-stopping (at least for the 
girls, I guess) good-looking. They would attend school for a couple of 
months in the fall and then go the way of the winter winds, to where I 
don’t know. 
 The gypsies came, too. 
 They set up their carnival at the north end of town behind (and/or 
across the street from) the fair grounds in a vacant lot. At the time I didn’t 
realize that most of the carnival people were true gypsies but later found 
out that they were. During the 40s and 50s most of the carnivals in 
America were run by the Kunishti tribe of gypsies. Something about those 
people got down in my blood. 
 Manning the Pitch-the-Ball-at-the-Bottles booth was a dark, sloe-
eyed girl with a pigtail braided down to her waist. She was probably a 
little older than we, but it was love at first sight. This is the girl I guess I 
had in my head when I wrote The Gypsy Lover. Armanda, strange as her 
name. She had a way of smiling that could break a boy’s heart. Those 
hips and such breasts. I spent ten dollars that night trying to knock the 
bottles apart. She would smile that little cleaver of a smile showing her 
perfect white teeth and count out the change, press her thumb in my 
palm. For the rest of that year, I had only to lie in my bed and close my 
eyes to witness that smile. I could hardly wait for next fall, but she 
returned forever only in dreams. I remember my disappointment, 
searching from this booth to that. She couldn’t be found with the 
werewolf boy or the two-headed snake, and I didn’t know how I might 
ask. 
 I remember—after searching for awhile—we went back to the Pitch-
the-Ball-at-the-Bottles booth. Bobby nudged me up in the line. “Ask 
him,” he said. 
 The man looked at me from under a scowl. “Three balls,” he said. 
“Twenty five cents.” 
 I took a deep breath. “The girl who operated this booth last year,” I 
wheezed. “The one with the long braid.” 
 “Ain’t no girl here with a braid.” He kind of leered when he said it, as 
if holding secrets within, and held out his hand. “Twenty five cents.” 
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 I wanted to tell him something about the shape of her eyes and that 
smile that had so touched a nerve—but I couldn’t tell him how her 
beauty and my boyish remembrance of it lay like a stone in the breast. 
 Such was the agony and joy of romance, the breath so weak in my 
lungs. 
 

 
 
 These are the things I don’t remember at all. I remember only my 
sins. 
 

Dear Roger, 
 As a student you are a treasure. Wish the 8th grade had a 
few more like you. You are probably the best theme writer I’ve 
had plus being a swell person inside and outside of class. You 
don’t need my wishes for luck for your success. You’ve earned 
my respect and friendship. 

—Sharon Allmon (teacher) 
As written in my 1962 (Senior) Yearbook 

 
Roger – 
 Thank you so much for your help last year and this. I 
wish you success and happiness in life. Stay in school; you have 
creative ability that needs to be used in this world. 

—Jesse Long (teacher) 
As written in my 1962 (Senior) Yearbook 

 
Dear Roger, 
 I’ve needed your cooperation in our class this year and 
you have helped out a lot. I’m glad you’re not a smart aleck. 
Keep up your good work. You have a lot of ability and need a 
little more confidence. Continue in your church work and it will 
be a help in later life. Good luck. 

—Bro. Anderson (Seminary teacher) 
As written in my 1960 (Sophomore) Yearbook 
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 And then there were the glowing expositions of my peers. But I 
remember only Mr. Cory, greeting me the first day of Spanish class when 
I went into the 8th grade. “Roger,” he said. “You remind me of my son, 
and I don’t expect we’ll get along during the course of this year.” 
 As I recall, we got along better than he anticipated, but that doesn’t 
lessen the idiocy suffered at the hands of an adult by a child who wore 
his heart on his sleeve. 
 

 
 
 My father—Orion—was aptly named after the constellation; for he 
was the hunter of hunters, but I, as “Roger,” was only a spear bearer, the 
hunter’s aid. Let me tell you the difference between the hunter and the 
hunter’s aid. We were hunting up in Wild Horse, the mountains 
northeast of town—Jan, Dad, and I—when I shot a three-point in the 
hindquarters. It was a cool October morning, the day after Dad’s 
birthday. A thin light lay in the ravine and sponged at the shade. I was 
about mid-ridge, shooting 50 or 60 yards down hill. Through the scope I 
watched the little buck go down and slip around on its haunches. It 
could brace itself up on its front legs but the hind legs were useless. I 
watched through the scope as it dragged itself down the slope and into 
the trees. “I broke its back,” I yelled to Pop. 
 He hollered from higher up on the ridge, “Can you see it?” 
 I shouted and heard the clap of my echo deep in the canyon, “Not 
for the mahogany. It’s still alive.” 
 I heard him shout back and waited for the echo to clear. “Well, go 
down there and hit it,” he said. 
 I shuffled down the side of the mountain, through a forest of cedars, 
slipping on shale. I could feel the blood pump in my ears. When I came 
out of the trees, I saw the little buck, his back jammed up against the 
trunk of a mahogany tree. He was laboring for breath and twisting his 
head. When he saw me, he tried to get up, wheezed, and fell back against 
the trunk. 
 High on the ridge, I could see the intermittent orange of Dad and Jan 
making their way down. They appeared on the side of the hill for a 
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moment and then were lost in the trees. Dad yelled again for me to hit 
the damn thing. 
 I laid the 30.06 on the ground, took my canteen from its case on my 
belt and unscrewed the lid. Instead of taking a drink, I re-screwed the lid 
tight and put the canteen back in its case. I cast around for something to 
use, picked up a branch for a club. Each time I tried to smack it, the deer 
fended me off with its antlers. I couldn’t get a clean whack at its head. I 
heard Dad, now, coming down through the cedars. I hefted a pretty big 
rock, tried to hit it with that, felt the blood pump thick in my throat. I 
picked up the rock and heaved it again. The point of one of its antlers 
broke off. The little deer struggled and wheezed. Both of us wheezed. 
 I found a bigger rock and was ready to heave that when Dad and Jan 
broke through the trees. Jan was about nine and carrying Dad’s gun. The 
look on his face was as bewildered as mine. 
 “What the hell are you doing?” Dad asked. 
 “You said to hit it,” I said. 
 “Hit it?” he said. “Hit it? I meant shoot the damn thing.” 
 It hadn’t occurred to me to shoot the damn thing. I picked my rifle 
up from the ground and chambered a round. At about ten or fifteen feet, 
I found the little buck’s head in the scope, and with Dad and Jan 
standing there, blew the side of its face against the trunk of the tree. I 
remember hearing a last breath that expired, unknowing whether it was 
the deer’s or my own. 
 
 This was not a pleasant experience for either the deer or me. I always 
loved tromping the mountains with my brothers and Dad, but in spite of 
the many deer I killed over the years, I was always out of sorts with the 
hunt. No, not the hunt, but the kill. Of course, it was easier if you were 
300 yards away, as many of our shots were, and if Dad was there to clean 
it. We shot a lot of deer at that distance, sighting them across the 
Sagebrush Flat on top of Honey Boy. Sitting on a rock in the top of 
Cherry Creek Canyon, I once made a shot that was about 300 yards. The 
deer was a four-point, on a dead run through the mahogany and oak in 
the bottom of the canyon, and I shot it right in the top of its head 
between the antlers. A single glimpse in the scope and one shot. I stayed 
on the rock while Dad went down to find it. No one was sure I’d killed it 
until Dad stumbled on it in the thick of those trees. Killing a deer like that 
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was akin to a fighter pilot dropping a bomb on the enemy below. But the 
Wild Horse experience smacked of the horrors of hand to hand combat. 
It wasn’t long after that I grew out of my desire to hunt. I would simply 
rather carry the spear. 
 Perhaps it was the dog in me that allowed me to identify with 
porkypines, rabbits, and deer—and to worry about the part I played in 
their deaths. I would not have been a vicious dog. Perhaps I’d have been 
friendly with cats. 
 I remember watching a man slaughter pigs at the stockyards. I was 
probably about five, maybe six. Doug and I would go down there with 
Dad. We would lean against the fence of the sty and watch the pigs slop. 
Finally, Doug would say, “How about that one, Dad? He’s a big hog.” 
Dad would pay for the pig and the man would slaughter it and hack it 
up for the fridge. 
 Uncle Nord and Dad slaughtered a pig at Grandpa Perry’s one time. 
It was a “hog”; they called it a “hog.” To me it was a pig, but not a 
“Practical” pig—it was the other one that made its house out of straw. 
 They drove the pig from its sty and up on a ramp where Uncle Nord 
got its head in a noose. I had to hold the bucket under its throat while 
Dad stuck it. It squealed, of course. Uncle Nord strained at the noose and 
I watched its life drain away. Finally, it slumped on the ramp, all its blood 
gone. 
 They shot a cow once in that corral (“kill a beef” was the term). It was 
a big red Hereford with a patch of white on its head. Grandpa levered a 
round into his 300 Savage and shot it behind the ear. It was less painful 
than killing a pig—less painful for me. 
 Although a side of beef, together with a brisket of pork, will keep you 
alive until spring. 
 Such are the sorrows you see, the woes that you do, the ambivalent 
wonders that grow in your heart as a child. Necessary “evils,” I guess, in 
this veil of tears. 
 

 
 
 In the spring of my junior year, I saw angels dance on the head of a 
pin. I fictionalized the incident in Sweet Sally Ann. But the following is 
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fact. After a high school basketball game the previous year, Ronnie 
Turner and I got in an argument on the sidewalk in front of the Hong 
Kong Café. There were two or three of us who’d just finished the game 
and gone downtown for something to eat. Who knows what the 
argument was. We got out of the car to go in the restaurant, and he took 
a swing at me, kind of a glancing blow. Beneath the streetlamp, our 
shadows wavered and danced. I slapped him, which was worse than a 
punch. His eyes went wide, and I slapped him again. Next time he 
swung, he lost his balance and fell to his knees. I hit him on top of his 
head and that was the end of it—at the time I thought so, at least. 
 The following year, he buffed out, got sassy and rude whenever we 
met. I could never figure out what he envied in me. One day it rained 
and Coach decided to keep us in during practice and let us all box, each 
match a single round according to weight. Somehow, Turner and 
Memmott fell on the same card. “I’ll bloody your nose,” he said, shaking 
a glove in my face before the bell rang. It’s true; he addled my brain but 
didn’t let blood, and without blood what’s a boxing match worth? 
 When the weather dried up, we started to sprint and run the high 
hurdles, pole vault, and pass the baton. The day I remember got honeyed 
and low; lightning sparked to the east. I started toward the broad-jump 
pit, barefoot, shoes in my hand, when an angel flew by. If you’ve ever 
had an angel overseeing your life, you know what I mean. The 
ministrations of such are out of this world. It’s not something you see 
with your eyes but something you know in your heart—know not in 
your head but your heart. Watching the disappearance of something I 
hardly believed I had seen, I felt the same infinite passion of expectation 
when, right at that moment, a javelin came out of the lowering sky and 
glanced off the back of my neck. 
 “Duck!” someone yelled, and I remember the glint of the spear. 
 I had my track shoes in one hand, crossing the field to broad jump 
(long jump, I think it’s now called). I could feel the grass up through my 
toes and cool on the soles of my feet. I could see Gary at the far end of 
the field in a dip and a whirl, the flung discus planing the air, the cords in 
his neck. Lightning sparked and then sparked again, sparked the rod 
atop the gymnasium and rattled like chains. Lightning shivered the goal 
post at the end of the field, cracked, and arced the bleachers behind. 
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Turner, who should have been throwing the shot, picked up the javelin 
and flung it for kicks, wanted to see how close he could come. 
 “Duck!” came the voice, and time got suddenly slow. I turned and 
wrenched back my head with my hand. Whether I saw it or not is a point 
of debate, but I think I know what I saw, the aluminum shaft coming 
down. And I heard it as well, hissing and bright in my ear. I fell to my 
knees and pulled my head down. 
 The javelin struck the top of my shoulder and glanced off the back of 
my neck. Had I not fallen to my knees, it would have gone through my 
chest. Had I not pulled my head down with my hand as I fell to my 
knees, it would have gone through my neck. But I fell to my knees and 
yanked my head down, felt it strike and slide by. 
 The wound in my shoulder sprayed a bright arterial blood. Each 
throb of my heart sprayed the blood more. I have never seen such terror 
in the usually unmoved eyes of our Coach. 
 Racing me to the doctor’s office downtown, he kept hollering, “Keep 
that gauze pressed hard to the wound!” I tried to look in the rearview 
mirror to see and sprayed blood all over his car. 
 It took five stitches to close the wound in my neck, leaving a scar like 
a welt about the size of my thumb. 
 Dr. Symonds numbed and needled my flesh and tugged the gut 
through. “I always knew,” he remarked, “you’d get the point one of these 
days.” When I came out of Dr. Symonds office, my shoulder patched up, 
the sky was bright blue. A number of kids across the street at the service 
station whistled and waved. Turner, among them, just laughed. 
 No one could remember who told me to “Duck!” 
 
 Another incident at school that got me to the doctor’s office was 
when I spilled sulfuric acid on the back of my hand. Mr. Hughes, the 
chemistry teacher, cried, “Wait! Wait! Don’t run water on it. I’ll get a 
bottle of ammonia.” He hurried to the closet while I stood by my sink 
holding that hand by the wrist. I watched the flesh blister and peel. 
When he came out of the closet, he unstoppered the bottle and poured a 
generous portion of ammonia into a rag. He dabbed at the pain. Every 
student in class gathered around my table to watch my hand blister and 
steam. 
 He told Doug Killiam to get me down to the doctor’s “right now.” 



:  H O W  L O V E  I N V E N T S  U S  :  

 :  37 :  

 When we got to the doctor’s office, Dr. Symonds looked at my hand 
and inquired, “You were in the chemistry lab?” I nodded I was. “And 
don’t you have sinks?” I nodded we did. “And you didn’t wash it off as 
quick as you could?” 
 When I told him about Mr. Hughes and the ammonia, he just rolled 
his eyes. 
 

 
 

HOW I LEARNED THE TRUTH ABOUT SANTA CLAUS 
(Which Led to Myriad Other Miscellaneous Truths 

 too Apparent to Dismiss and too Numerous to Discuss) 

 
 When recently I told someone I was on Santa’s “Do Not Visit List,” 
they were curious enough to ask: “How did you learn the TRUTH about 
Santa Claus?” And so I told them the truth about how I learned the truth 
from my darling angelic Mother, a purveyor of truth, and the truth about 
which I am now telling you: 
 I was in the third grade and some fourth grade moron tried to tinker 
with my head. So after I got home from school I asked my Mother, and 
she said, “Don’t be silly. That kid’s just a moron. Of course there’s a 
Santa.” But it nagged me, and I thought, “But what if he isn’t a moron…I 
mean, just on the slightest off chance…I mean, WHAT IF?” So I went 
back to my angelic mother who hadn’t a wicked bone in her body, and I 
said, “Yeah, but WHAT IF?” And she said, “Honey, the world is full of 
morons. Don’t be silly. Just wait until Christmas.” 
 But impatient boy that I was (am), I was too stupid not to leave it 
alone, and there was, of course, that slight off chance…just the 
possibility, you know, that the little imbecile in the fourth grade was just 
this side of moronic? So I went back to my darling Mother who could 
not, even under the most dire of circumstances, be driven to distraction—
except, of course, by her middle child, wicked boy that he was (is). 
“WHAT IF?” he said. “WHAT IF? WHAT IF? WHAT IF?” Until finally she 
said, “You're giving me a headache...and I guess you're old enough to 
know.” 
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 Oh, you can't imagine what trauma that caused—me, on the verge of 
becoming a moron, like that. And that’s how I learned the truth about 
Santa. Otherwise, if I were a moron, how could I be on his “Do Not Visit” 
list? If you think about it, the truth is hard to come by sometimes. But if 
you think hard enough without thinking too hard it’s apparent that only 
the morons don’t know the truth. 
 

 
 

Using forceps the obstetrician left a mark upon the infant’s brow, in 
detail the whisper of a plot, starlike, a momentary stay, the best of 
everything life might give, a purpling cluster of sonny’s blues or death in 
the woods—sorrow for a midget, perhaps, an effigy of war. There is this 
little known fact: We were before we are, nebulous as the pattern of our 
lives, immutable Seraphim given our blood, plants rough as the moon… 
 
 

Here ends the excerpts of my so-far 501 page 
Personal History 

 



 

 
 
 
        

 
 
 

September 24, 1973 
 
Office of the Dean of Students 
c/o Linda De Feo 
Educational Placement Center 
University of California 
Irvine, California 92697 
 
Dear Mrs. De Feo: 
 
Mr. Roger Memmott joined the faculty of the Department of English at the University of 
Cincinnati in the Fall of 1970. I am pleased to recommend him to any College or University 
wishing to appoint an attractive and imaginative faculty member in literature and creative writing. 
 
For the past three years Mr. Memmott has taught classes in Freshman English, Sophomore 
American Literature and Creative Writing (Fiction). He has been a popular teacher from the 
beginning, particularly in Creative Writing—the area for which we first hired him. Last year his 
enrollment in the writing course doubled, and this year we have had to establish three sections to 
deal with another 50% increase in student demand. 
 
I have seen several student evaluations of Mr. Memmott’s classes and they are consistently 
superior. I have also visited his classes and know first-hand that he makes an unusually good 
impression as a teacher. 
 
Mr. Memmott has a keen sense of order and planning, good presence in the classroom and a 
voice that carries easily and comfortably. He knows how to ask good questions, and how to keep 
students alert and conscious of a rational development in what they are studying. He is, in brief, 
an unusually good teacher with a potential for becoming genuinely exceptional. 
 
Mr. Memmott joined our faculty with the understanding that his appointment would be terminal 
after three or four years and that his service with us would provide him with something like an 
apprenticeship. He has done a good deal of writing during the past three years; he received a Taft 
Foundation Summer Grant to work on his manuscript of a novel in the summer of 1972; and he 
shows every sign of becoming a fairly well-published writer before he leaves Cincinnati. Mr. 
Memmott is a personable and thoughtful young man who should be encouraged to remain in the 
academic world. If someone were considering him for a position I would be pleased to comment 
further or answer any questions by telephone (513-475-5494, collect). 

 
     Sincerely, 

      
     John P. McCall, Head 

Department of English 

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of English 
248 McMicken Hall 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45221 
Phone 513.475.5924 



 

 
 
 
        

 
 
 
 
December 3, 1979 
 
 
To: Nancy Harvey, Head 

Department of English 
 
From: Watson Branch, Coordinator 

   Freshman English Program 
 
Re: Visit to Professor Roger Memmott’s Freshman English class 
 
 
 My visit to Roger Memmott’s Freshman English class and my 
conversations with him have shown me that he is an intelligent 
and imaginative teacher. His mature manner of quiet authority 
sets the tone for his class. This tone is tempered by occasional 
humorous dialogues between teacher and students, dialogues that 
are always relevant to the subject matter. The students respond 
willingly and accurately to questions Prof. Memmott poses 
regarding the material being covered. They have a good sense of 
both the substance and the method of the assigned readings 
(formal essays in the class I visited). Prof. Memmott also makes 
good use of handouts to focus on special problems of composition. 
 
 It is a measure of the students’ interest in Prof. Memmott’s 
class that they wanted to continue the discussion even after the 
bell rang to end the hour-and-fifteen-minute class. I am sorry to 
be losing him as a teacher in our Freshman English Program, and I 
hope he will take up the profession again at his new home on the 
East Coast. Students today need teachers like Prof. Memmott. 

 
 

 
 

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of English 
248 McMicken Hall 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45221 
Phone 513.475.5924 
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My Father – Orion (1936)      My Mother – Nelda (1936) 

     Douglas (1952)        Roger (1954)            Jan (1955) 

        Beautiful                                                      Beautiful 
     Shari (1975)                                            Marrianne (1983) 



     Roger, Shari, Christian, Aaron               Christian, Marrianne, Roger, Aaron 
        (New Canaan, CT - 1980)                          (Salt Lake City, UT - 1989) 

                    Roger       -       Aaron       -       Christian 
            (Aaron’s Booth at the Sausalito Arts Festival, 2003) 



                Doug     –     Jan     –     Dad           –        Roger 
                                          “The Last Hunt” 
                             (Manti Ferron Reservoir, 1989) 



Orion & Nelda (My Mother and Father) – 50th Wedding Anniversary, 1986 



 


